FIXED DIAL REGISTER 
This past year has seen substantial changes in the way the Register is operated.  A trial was conducted last summer into the feasibility of scanning submitted forms and photographs so as to permit an electronic record to be developed as a backup to the paper archive and to permit easier recognition of previously recorded dials..

This trial proved successful and the Council approved the purchase of a new PC in order to provide the necessary processing, storage and backup capabilities.  Additionally and because the early form of Access then being used had been shown not to be Millennium compliant, the database has now been successfully transferred to operate under Access ’97.

In the period the use of the Reference field in the database has been extended to include some of the additional supporting information frequently found on report forms but which, for reasons of space, had not previously been entered.  Additionally and where noted on the forms the text of all 800 mottoes has been entered in this field.

A new edition of the Register is to be published later in the year and a process of review of the database has been started.  It is hoped that by the time of publication there will be more consistency in the way in which data has been entered with more complete photographic and dial location information.  An attempt has been made, whenever a record is being examined for other reasons, to ensure that the address and other information are consistently recorded.  In this way future searches of the database should prove to be both easier and more powerful.

As a result of operation under Access ’97 it will be possible to introduce a different Register layout which should prove easier to use.  For the first time this will include the Reference field and thumbnail prints of those dial photographs that have been scanned.

The Register itself continues to grow and, with some 4350 records now logged we are part way into Volume 18 with Volume 17 shortly to go to Ian Wooton for binding.  A significant backlog of submitted forms also awaits entry before the new edition is published later in the year.

The article in the Newsletter about Register matters has been continued and those members who are known to have an e-mail address have been polled to see if they might like to receive information about the Register and its operation for which the Newsletter is inappropriate

A few cases of duplicated entries have been identified by Members and corrected.  Members have continued to receive, upon request, summaries of dials in their own counties and of dials that have not been ‘seen’ by one of our recorders for ten years or more.
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