FIXED DIAL REGISTER
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The chart shows the submission of dial sightings by Recorders in the past few years. Whilst appearing to have fallen slightly in comparison with 1998, the number of sightings in 1999 has nevertheless kept pace with the average.  In trying to interpret this situation it should always be remembered that these are counts of dials ‘seen’ in the various years not counts of forms submitted in those years.  As a  result the 1999 figures may yet be boosted by submissions in 2000.

The year has been dominated by the preparations for the issue of the Third Edition of the Register.  Around 1600 reports on over 1000 new dials have been submitted since the 1996 edition of the Register and these have been incorporated along with a number of adjustments and a few corrections. 

Of particular importance has been the expansion of the reference field of the database (and its inclusion in the printed edition) to hold a fuller description of dials including details of any mottoes and inscriptions.   Additionally many missing location references, many church dedications and better descriptions of certain dial types  have been included.  It has of course not been possible to update all entries in this way but whenever a new form has been submitted or whenever an older form has been referred to, the opportunity has generally been taken to update the database record. More than 900 thumbnail photographs have also been included.  The new edition has now been released and it is hoped that it will prove useful to Members.

It is sad to report a number of dial thefts over the year although one recovery is known to have been made.  The Register now includes mention of 44 such thefts over the years and it is intended to try and publicise these on the Society’s web page if space permits.

In the year Graham Stapleton and I supported a Millennium project by the Northamptonshire WI to locate all the sundials in the County.  I gave two lectures to a total of nearly 100 WI members keen to take part in the scheme.  BSS will receive all the information gathered and I hope to be able to increase our Northamptonshire dial count substantially as a result.  If this project is successful we might consider encouraging other WI branches to do the same.

In conjunction with Tony Wood we have also collaborated with the Imperial War Museum in the exchange of information about Memorial dials and we are in the process of establishing contact with some other UK Heritage organisations who have registers which include mention of dials.  As soon as information is available assistance from Recorders will be requested in order to confirm the continuing presence of those dials not yet on our Register.
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