Register Ramblings -2                                  Patrick Powers

One of the most significant Register activities undertaken in the first part

of the year (at least for me!) has been the distribution to Recorders of

summaries of their dial entries.  We have some 97 Members who, over the

years, have sent in more than 4200 Dial Records, all but a few of whom are

still members of the Society and all of those whose addresses are still known to us were circulated with a list of the Dial Reports that they had sent in, the Report Numbers under which they are recorded, the Dial Type, the nearest Town, the County and the BSS Sundial Register Number (the SRNO).

A number of you have since indicated that this was helpful to you and I propose to repeat the exercise at intervals since not only does it represent an important way of giving feedback to our Recorders, but it also provides a further check of the Register.  

If, for whatever reason, any Recorder did not receive such a listing from me in

January/February I would be delighted to hear from them.

As might be imagined all this resulted in a few notifications of errors and

omissions.  However, I have been most encouraged by the very small number

that has emerged and that has to be a real testament to the diligence of my

predecessors as Registrar and to the dedication of the volunteer Verifiers

who check the database records before they are finalised.  Within this small

number, about five or six cases of duplicate dial records were identified

(all but one by one very diligent Recorder in Somerset!) and in these cases

the first allocated SRNO has been retained.  Accordingly when I next

undertake the exercise Recorders may notice a change in one or two allocated

SRNOs in their lists.

As well as undertaking this review of the Register, our Archivist Anne

Somerville, has also been working on an exhaustive examination of all her

dial records and photographs.  In the early days of the Society we noted the

presence of a photograph even if it was only a copy held by the Recorder in

their own records.  We are now adopting a policy of only recording the

presence of a photograph where we actually have it in the Society's archives

and so we do need to encourage members of the Society to send in photographs

with reports whenever possible.

At our recent AGM at Dunchurch I showed some graphs of how many dials we had

in the different counties.  Space doesn't permit a complete summary here but

the only counties where we have 50 or more dials recorded are those in the

diagram below.  Additionally and apart from a few dials in Antrim, Down and

Belfast, we have almost no dials recorded in Ireland.  Even though there

clearly will be richer and poorer counties where dials are concerned it's

surely hard to believe that there should only be 11 dials in Bedfordshire,

22 in West Sussex or 21 in the whole of the East Riding of Yorkshire.  If

any Member would like a list of counties and the number of dials recorded in

each please write to me.

It may surprise some Members - as it did me - to know that there are in

excess of 700 dials known to the Society which haven't been 'seen' by one of

our Recorders for over ten years!  There is therefore just as much need to

photograph and report on 'known' dials as to find 'new' ones.  If you would

like a list of those dials in your county that haven't been 'seen' for over

ten years - again, just write to me.

So if, up to now, you haven't given Dial Recording a try, please do consider

doing so.  It is easy and it is so important for the quality and validity of

the Register.  Write to me at the address below for more information, dial

forms or for a copy of our free PC Dial Record template.  Please try to

enclose a photograph with any Record you submit and it would be a great

convenience if Recorders would enclose the photograph with the Record and

not send it on later as otherwise Anne and I have a big job to sort out and

adjust the records and archives!  Thank you for any help you can give us - I

look forward to hearing from you.

Patrick Powers, 16, Moreton Avenue, Harpenden, Herts.  AL5 2ET
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