Register Ramblings

The ‘Millennium’ Edition of the Register …(again!)

“Where is it?”  I hear the cry!  Well, I did say in the previous ‘Ramblings ‘that “…of course there’s many a slip ‘twixt cup and lip…!”.  At the time I wrote that, I had intended that we should proceed to publication of the new Register sometime in October 1999.  However, I received such a lot of Report forms last Summer that to publish with most or even many of those still outstanding seemed wrong.  

Later, the Council at its meeting in October, decided that we should make the next edition the ‘2000’ one rather than the 1999 one.  Accordingly data entry has continued and the Register will now go to press early in 2000 as a rather more comprehensive document.

This extra delay has however allowed some updates in other areas too.  Courtesy of two stalwarts (Tony Wood and Andrew James) in particular, the map references of certain dials and the dedications of some of those many Churches having dials have been added.  There are still gaps in both of these areas of course but the current position is considerably better than before.

At the time of writing, the database (and hence the edition to be prepared from it) has some 4983 reports relating to 3908 dials.  This is supported by approximately 850 photographs which will be presented in the Register as thumbnail prints.  These numbers will actually increase slightly before we go to press.  

I do apologise for this additional delay but hope that, in the end, Members will feel it will have been worthwhile.

Mentioning Dials in the Bulletin
It’s odd and you may find it hard to believe but quite often a contribution submitted for publication in the Society’s Bulletin may refer to one or more UK or Irish dials that have not previously been recorded in the Society’s Register. 

As a result our army of Recorders are frequently dissuaded from recording these dials in the belief that they are obviously known and must therefore already be recorded.  Furthermore the real discoverer of the dial (usually the article’s author) may not get the credit when the dial is eventually recorded.

The Editor, with her already extensive workload, is quite unable to undertake to check each and every mentioned dial against the Register and so it would be appreciated if Contributors could refer in their text to the Society’s Sundial Reference Number (the SRNO) for dials that they mention provided, of course, that this is feasible and that such a number exists.  Where it does exist, this number may readily be obtained either from a copy of the Society’s printed Dial Register or by contacting me directly.  

If the dial in question is not currently recorded then it would be much appreciated if the Contributor could submit a Record Form and photographs to me in the usual way at the address below.  If he or she has not previously submitted a record form then I will be delighted to help explain the system!  It really is straightforward.

Patrick Powers, 16 Moreton Avenue, Harpenden, Herts, AL5 2ET
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