Register Ramblings











The CDROM Edition of Register 2005





At last the CD Edition of Register 2005  has now been distributed to all who ordered it.  This edition represents a bit of a milestone for the Society since it is the first edition of the Register to contain much, if not all, of the material about a dial that is held here by the Registrar.  It contains not only the same textual information as is provided by the full printed editions (but with the thumbnails alongside the entries on the screen) but it also contains many of the originally submitted recording forms sent in by Members. Not only that but the thumbnail images themselves may be magnified on screen many times so that details may be examined.





For reasons of cost the Society was only able to publish printed editions of the Register to order but in the case of the CD edition some spare copies were made which have been placed into stock.  Members  wishing to obtain a copy of the new CD Edition can do so by contacting Peter Lane (BSS Sales) in the usual way.





Non-member sightings of dials





Sometimes we get sightings of dials submitted to us by persons who are not members of the Society. These may be from those who know of the Society’s existence and send in details and a photograph or two.  Where the details are sufficient a form is completed and we record the entry in the database. In order to ensure that a Member perusing the Register may be alerted to the fact that the sighting was made by a non-member, we use a Membership number of “000/”.  The sequence number that follows is incremented for each such submitted report, regardless of who submits it.  There are some 65 of these in the Register today.





However sometimes the non-member is a friend of a Member and the sighting is sent to the Society by that Member.  Some earlier non-member entries of this type have indeed been entered in the manner described above but in more recent times and in order to reflect the fact that the Member has in effect verified the entry and included it in his own submission sequence, a suffix of ‘n’ is now applied to the sequence number. Currently there are some 232 of these in Register 2005. Using this notation easily allows a reader of the Register to recognise that the sighting was made by a non-member yet submitted under the auspices of a Society recorder.
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