Register Ramblings





An Excellent Conference





Well, our Annual Conference is now over for another year.  This time the idea of workshops was reinstated and one was held on the subject of Dial Recording.





It received an attendance of 31 – nearly half of those at the conference.  Very satisfying for what is certainly a fairly esoteric side of dialling.  There was also a very satisfying number of comments by attendees too – so many that we couldn’t complete our planned agenda in the time.





We touched on a range of issues on ‘Recent and proposed improvements and changes to the Register’; ‘The Dial Recording process’, and ‘Searching the Society’s database’.





On a straw poll it was clear that quite a few Members would still purchase a full printed Register even if the likely two volumes cost a total of about £60.  The idea of a short form Register having one line per dial, text only and with no detailed comment, was well received since it could be produced cheaply and would be more suited to being kept in the car..





Encouragingly there was also a substantial number in favour of an Acrobat CDROM version which would retain the images at their full resolution, would include images alongside the dial entries, would probably include the then current version of Jill’s Makers’ Biographies and would of course permit some form of Boolean word searching of both the Register and any included Biographies.  I formed the view that a dual purchase of a Short Form Register with the CDROM might prove the most popular.





Suggestions made on the day included:





Possible annual publication of a short form Register


Splitting the full printed Register into more than two volumes – possibly as many as six and with an improved binding


Improvement to the Recording Form to remove the confusion over what hours are indicated on a dial and especially to remove the 24hr clock notation since so few dials use it.


Publication of the ten ‘best’ dials in each County.


Publication of a list of museums having dial collections.





These ideas will be considered in the coming months.  Even though we did not have enough time to complete the agenda most of the key aspects were covered in a special edition Newsletter, the Recorder which was distributed at the Workshop.  Any Members who could not come this year but who would still like to see that Newsletter can find it – in colour too! – on the BSS Web Site at the bottom of the Home Page.  Point your Browser at:





http://www.sundialsoc.org.uk/





and click on the link in the section about the Workshop.  Note though that the Newsletter is in PDF format and is about 300kb in size.





All in all a good meeting;  If any attendees – or for that matter any of those who could not come - wish to send me a ‘post-meeting’ comment please feel free to do so!








Patrick Powers, 16 Moreton Avenue, Harpenden, Herts, AL5 2ET			April 2003


