Register Ramblings








Procrastination has its day…





Ever since the BSS Register database was modified to include lengthier descriptions of dials a curious anomaly has existed.  This arose because in the early days the available space for remarks about a dial was very short yet that intended for literature references to the dial was very long. I therefore started to use the reference space when more detailed descriptive information needed to be stored.  This of course led to the presence of two areas of description for each dial and, when the time came to publish Register 2000, these were joined, the shorter one forming the first part of the description and the longer one the second.  A short examination of that edition will soon show what I mean because there are cases there where the combined description appears slightly repetitive..


Over the years I have often wondered whether or not to merge these two remarks sections in the database into one so as to avoid this problem but fortunately never did so.  As Members will know the new Register editions are to include a Shorter or Abridged, version of the Register having just two lines of text per dial and there is just room in that format to include the Shorter comment!  The maxim is still valid: Always put off until tomorrow what you do not need to do today… !!








Breaking the rules…





There have always been some unwritten ‘rules’ regarding the BSS Register.  We don’t record non-dials, garden centre dials, empty pedestals or those dials in museums or in other public collections.  Or do we?  Well, now is the time for confessions.  We do break these rules from time to time.  Take SRN 5523 in Matching Tye in Essex as an example.  It is a circular glass ‘dialplate’ made using adhesive leaded strips, set into a South window of Matthew’s Chapel and is complete with a motto but has no gnomon. It is also strangely delineated to be viewed from outside. No, it shouldn’t have been recorded according to the rules but these pretend-dials – and there are several around the country – are examples that Members may wish to study in the future and to have them recorded also means that if they are referred to in the future we can at least say something about them.  





Similarly, if a mass produced garden centre dial is actually able to work as a sundial, even in a limited way, I will record it so that researchers may be able to follow the development of these things and track their popularity in the future. We do very occasionally record empty pedestals too – when we have some evidence of what the original dial looked like.  A recent example was the pedestal at Doyden House, an NT property in Cornwall, where an early 20thC postcard showing the original dial came into Peter Ransom’s possession.  This clearly shows a main and four subsidiary dial layout so typical of Melville or McNally. I have therefore recorded it as SRN 6034 and stored its image in the hope that one day the entry might allow the original dial to be recognised, the maker identified and perhaps even the dial reinstated. 


 


Finally, the matter of dials in museums.  We do not normally attempt to record dials which have already  been allocated an acquisition number by a museum or other heritage body – after all such dials are already recorded.  However, if such dials are outside the building or if they could be of particular interest to researchers, then exceptions can be made.  The most recent example of this is perhaps SRN 6035 (A horizontal dial signed John Allen fecit 1632, London) which is in store in Maidstone Museum and which is thought to have been made as a proficiency test at the end of his apprenticeship to Elias Allen.  





Members may be interested to know that all of the above mentioned dials can be found in the 2005 editions of the Register.
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