Register Ramblings





A success story… 





The BSS Fixed Dial Register is maintained under a policy of what is termed Continuous Improvement.  This is a rather fancy way of saying that we cannot afford to correct all errors at one go but rather that errors and omissions are corrected as they are reported or found.  For example whenever a request is received from a Member for as much detail as possible about a particular dial, the original report forms are examined and the opportunity is taken to transcribe, update and correct the dial’s details in the database.  This means that even though at any one time there may be – and indeed probably will always be – errors of detail in the content of the database, gradually it is improved. The next published edition of the Register (which, incidentally, is planned for 2004) will not only have more dials recorded but there will be more detail on many of them as a result.





The same applies to those early dial entries where the location of the dial (its Lat/Long or its UK National Grid Reference) may never have been identified.  In the December 2001 issue of Register Ramblings I mentioned that there were then only 290 dial entries where there were omissions in such Location details.  I am pleased to report that in the twelve or so months since then this number has been steadily whittled down to 192 today – only now about 4.5% of the number of dials recorded. Indeed only Cumbria (with 42 ) and Yorkshire (with 26) now have more than ten recorded dials without location references.  Thanks to all those who have contributed at whatever level toward this excellent result.





Another success….but can you also help?





Some months ago I was contacted by the conservators at Lincoln Cathedral asking about the dial there.  There are actually two vertical dials arranged around the corners of a buttress and it seems the gnomon of one was loose and repair/restoration is needed. These two dials are painted onto the stonework rather than engraved and already some lines – and one motto - are missing.  It is excellent to report that the Cathedral authorities are submitting their proposals and BSS is pleased to have been consulted as to the dials’ importance and the work that might need to be done.  We have also submitted a number of questions that might be answered by getting up close to the dials and we hope that we shall hear more about these in due course.  





In the meantime the Cathedral Authorities are seeking funding for this work and any of our Members who might be interested to help financially, in no matter how small a way, should send a cheque to Sue Pearson at Lincoln Cathedral, Lincoln made out to the ‘Cathedral Restoration Fund’ and specifying that the funds should be used to restore the dials.  The Cathedral has agreed to keep a book of those who have contributed to this important work on the dials so you will be remembered. Please do help if you can.
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