Register Ramblings








Should we or Shouldn’t we? – the sequel!





Readers may remember that in the last Ramblings I discussed the question of whether or not the Register might be extended to have some mechanism by which an historic dial’s original nominal Imperial dimensions could be recorded.  Now, as in most branches of life, questions asked in Newsletters rarely result in any, let alone many, replies.   This Newsletter is no different.  However this time and on this question I did receive some replies – not many it is true – but replies nonetheless!  All were in favour of recording Imperial measurements where these are likely to have been used in the original design.





That’s the easy part!  The hard part is to implement it, especially if it were to be proposed to make some back calculation of the likely nominal Imperial measurements from the existing metric ones. To do a back conversion is not as easy as might be supposed especially since the dimension field in the database can contain more than one measurement and even include text.  We have entries like 225 a/f octagon, 1350 diam, 600 x 400 all dials, 5400 x 4500 ellipse or even 500h x 460w (guess); to say nothing of the occasional large dial being dimensioned in metres rather than mm.





It may therefore only be possible to provide a new field into which newly reported Imperial dimensions may be entered.  However the abilities of MS Access and its partner Excel are wondrous to behold (and use) so watch this space.  No promises, but it may yet be possible to do something to improve the display of dimensions in the Register - even if it does take quite a while to achieve.





The CDROM Edition of Register 2005





Those Members who ordered printed editions of the new Register will already have received them.  However there has been a further delay in the preparation of the CDROM edition owing to a strange failure in the Society’s computer last November. This had the effect of interfering with the proper operation of the anti virus system though the Firewall was and is, entirely unaffected.





The PC is again operational and safe and it is hoped that work on the first CDROM edition of Register 2005 will resume shortly and that, after extensive double external checking for viruses, it can soon be supplied to all those who have ordered it.





My apologies to all those who may have been inconvenienced by this delay but I am sure that you will appreciate the need for caution.  I do hope you will not have to wait much longer.
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