Register Ramblings

The ‘Millennium’ Edition of the Register

By the time that this issue of the Newsletter reaches you the new ‘Millennium’ Edition of the BSS Register of Fixed Dials should, just about, be available for purchase.

Work on this project started in earnest last year.  The new format and layout has been agreed by the Society’s Council and the backlog of new data that built up as a result of the diversion whilst undertaking last year’s scanning experiments, implementing the new PC and Access software this year and entering all those mottoes, has now been largely entered.  

I indicated in an earlier ‘Ramblings’ that I had expected to operate a February 1999 cut off for inclusion of received dial reports but because of these other delays it seemed wrong to stick to that.  As a result the new Edition will contain rather more data than previously planned.  Sadly it will still not be possible to include all reports received right up to the point of publication.  The numbers of reports received during any period in the spring/summer is always such as to make that impossible.  Nonetheless I shall attempt to get as many included as I can.

At the time of writing this note, all that remains to be completed is for some of these more recently received reports to be entered, minor changes made to the descriptions of some dial types, preparation of the accompanying text and indices and for final corrections to be made to images and layout.  I hope that all this will be completed sometime in October 1999 with publication after that although of course there’s many a slip ‘twixt cup and lip…!

For the first time the new edition will include data from the Reference Field of the database and, additionally, it will include a separate section of colour ‘thumbnail’ prints of those 450+ dials for which photographic prints have been submitted (and scanned) since last year. The new reference field is now being used to give greater information about such recently reported dials, details of mottoes and other relevant information and the thumbnail prints should provide a useful means by which a dial might be recognised and its key features understood.

A number of other structural changes have been made, notably a standardisation of address format, accommodation of the latest changes in Counties and County boundaries in the UK, the elimination of some duplicate entries and the inclusion of the reporting history alongside the dial entry rather than at the back as before.  I had wondered if it might also be possible to include the thumbnail photo in with the dial entry but, without the use of more expensive printing techniques, I am assured that such images are better presented on one-sided paper.  As a result the thumbnails will be grouped together at the back of the Register and an indexing system provided to allow easy reference.

All in all the new Edition will be some 50% thicker than the previous one and it will include data from more than 1200 reports received since the last edition including first information on about 800 more dials.  I hope that it will prove to be both attractive and useful to Members.
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