Register Ramblings

A reprint already!

The first ‘imprint’ of the Third Edition of the Register sold out in early August with orders still coming in!  This sort of success is very welcome albeit quite unexpected.  The Council approved a second print run at its July Meeting, but this will be for somewhat fewer numbers in view of the fact that the Register is being supplied to Members at a considerable discount on actual cost and the Society cannot afford to print large numbers of copies with a risk of having many left unsold.

We are fortunate in that our Printer has agreed to hold his price for such a smaller print run and so copies of the ‘Second Impression’ will continue to be sold to BSS Members at the same price as before.

These copies will have the same content as the ‘First Impression’ though a copy of the current Errata together with details of those dials that were inadvertently omitted from the first impression will be bound in.  The incorrect positioning of one of the colour pages will also be corrected.  It is hoped to be able to deliver these new copies from early September.

Members who have purchased one of the First Impression copies may view the current Errata on the Society’s Web site or, by writing to me, they may obtain a printed copy of them together with the same details of the omitted dials.

The backlog grows..
With fortuitous timing my scanner only began to fail after the Register first went to press.  It has given sterling service over the past few years and most of the images in the back of the Register were obtained with it but it is time to move on and replace it with something more up to date and of better quality.  As a result of this problem, no new dial records have been processed for over two months now and my renowned backlog of report forms continues to grow apace. A new scanner has been obtained and this will be installed shortly – after which normal ‘service’ should be resumed.  

It is pleasing to be able to report that our recorders are as active as ever even if I have to admit that their efforts will not be recorded on the database for a month or two yet.

Twentieth Volume now bound.. 

August saw the completion of the twentieth volume of recorders’ report forms.  Ian Wootton bound this latest volume for us just as he has for all the other nineteen.  He does this work meticulously and at no charge to the Society and I am very grateful.  Having the records bound as a book allows for very easy cross-referencing when entering data from newly submitted forms.   

Each volume contains 250 report forms so this latest one sees us reach the magic number of 5000 dial report forms.  Even before the demise of my scanner I already had entered 100 more forms onto the database and the backlog mentioned above now easily contains enough to make this number up to that needed to fill Volume 21.  Ian is unlikely to be out of work in the future!
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