Register Ramblings

“Further Information Requested…”
Dial recording can be a frustrating business!  Not least when you come across a dial when least expecting to do so.  Almost all of our Recorders will have experienced this at some time and been faced with the desire to record a dial yet not be able to say much, or sometimes anything, about it. There may only be some minor detail that cannot be ascertained or it may be that all we can really say is that there is a dial there!
For some time now when Dial Record forms like this drop across my desk, I have taken to adding at the end of the description, Further information requested. By using this standard phrase every time it is possible to search the database for all such dials.  We currently have no fewer than 151 such entries and it would be nice if their missing details could be cleared up over time.
Take SRN 5833.  A private dial in a garden near the church in Hadleigh, Suffolk. It is on its own capital which is, in turn, placed on top of a nice baluster pedestal.  It can be glimpsed through a glazed archway yet that tantalising image is all we have of it. Recorder John Davis even wrote asking to view it but no reply was received.
Or take SRN 5077.  Piers Nicholson recorded this one on Ashton House in Ashton Keynes, Wiltshire and here the only unrecorded detail is the declination.  However, the dial has an unsupported rod gnomon and the hour lines are not drawn to the horizon line so it’s hard to know from a photograph just what is the declination of this dial. Local examination to establish the position of the substyle line is needed.
Or take SRN 5100. Another private dial, this time in Church Lane, Ampney Crucis Gloucestershire.  Spotted by Tony Wood this dial has a missing gnomon so only the plate can be glimpsed and that only side on. It is on a most elaborately carved pedestal and it is tantalising to feel that an equally excellent dial plate may be on it. Sadly we currently do not know.
And so it goes on, one hundred and fifty one times!! When you are next out and about and interested to look at dials, do have a look first in your Register to see if any nearby ones are marked Further information requested.  You could be doing the dialling community a great service by solving a mystery or two.
A New Registrar!
As all must be aware by now, after ten years in the role of Registrar, I am handing over the Register to John Foad and this, the 37th issue is my last Register Ramblings.  I have much enjoyed looking after the Register and I would like to thank all those who have made it so interesting for me over the years.  
Although John is already up to speed and entering some of the inevitable backlog into the database, the formal hand over will take place at the end of this calendar year so, from January 1st 2008 please send your Dial Report Forms to Mr J Foad, Greenfields, Crumps Lane, Ulcombe. Kent ME17 1EX.
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