Register Ramblings








Going up!





In preparing my Annual Report for the AGM at the York Conference I made my customary check of Register statistics and was surprised to discover that although we have an impressive list of known dials in the British Isles we have also reached the point where nearly 950 dials have not been ‘seen’ by any of our recorders for over ten years!  





I mentioned this problem in an earlier ‘Ramblings’ at the end of 1999 when this figure was 700.  Clearly over the years we have put a lot of emphasis into identifying hitherto ‘unknown’ dials rather than keep track of what we do know.





A lot can happen to a dial in ten years and we do need to keep track of them. A printed listing of these rarely seen dials was available for perusal at the 2001 Conference so that Members might be able to check the areas near where they live and perhaps help to reduce this number.





Please help if you can. I can readily send a list of all rarely seen dials in a Member’s own county – just drop me a line!.








And up again!





At the time of writing, the Register records some 91 dials in Northamptonshire.  This is rather lower than the 310 known in Gloucestershire or the 197 known to exist in Cornwall. So it was with considerable interest that in late 1999 I heard from BSS Member, Graham Stapleton of an unusual proposal. 





In December 1999 the Northamptonshire Women’s’ Institute decided to embark upon two Millennium Projects.  One was to trace and walk their entire county boundary and the other was to catalogue all of the Northamptonshire sundials.  BSS Member Graham Stapleton had been instrumental in helping them take the decision to search out the dials and he and I gave two introductory talks early last year, each to 60-70 ladies, to explain the fascination and variety of dials that they might expect to find.  We decided to stick with Fixed Dials rather than confuse the issue with Mass/Scratch dials and designed a slightly simpler report form.  The ladies of Northamptonshire were then unleashed!





Earlier this year I was asked by their organiser, Meg Mayhew, to accept on behalf of BSS their combined results and, shortly after, we met as arranged in the lounge bar of the Saracen’s Head in Towcester.  I was amazed and gratified to find that they had identified and documented some 226 dials with almost all reports complete with photographs and even with a CDROM containing all of the pictures already scanned and a database of the sightings!  A lady had also given us a notebook that had belonged to her grandfather who in the early part of last century had used it as a guide to the dials that he could supply and install.  In addition, Tony Wood has been contacted throughout the year over sightings of some Northamptonshire mass dials which enthusiastic WI recorders felt ought to be recorded despite the fact that they were nominally outside the scope of the project.





Of course a few of the 226 are garden centre dials, scratch dials or portable dials but nonetheless this project will easily bring Northamptonshire into the top league of Counties as far as the Register is concerned. Now all I have to do is enter them!  My famous backlog has tripled overnight!
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