Register Ramblings








The New Mass Dial Database





The good news this month is that the new Mass Dial Database is up and running at last!  Under Beta testing at the time of writing it was scheduled to be handed over to Tony Wood at the end of August.  The system also includes automated conversions of the 1100+ detailed dial records from the Edward Martin database which this new system now replaces.  Like the Fixed Dial Database, the new system is based on Access XP and it applies a commonality of approach so that (for example) Recorders will be able to request summaries of their sightings as well as listings of dials in the various counties.  Tony has a considerable backlog of material to enter and the use of automatic conversion of the earlier data means that there is a still some data verification to do so don’t expect a published Register of Mass Dials just yet!





The Registers and Copyright Law





Readers will know that the UK law of Copyright was changed last October by the implementation of the far reaching EU Directive ‘2001/29/EC’.  This brings in the need to obtain a licence for any copy that is made for any sort of eventual commercial purpose and, for UK material, the establishment of a licensing agency (The CLA).  





Accordingly the Society’s policy and rules regarding submission of material to either Register have been updated to stress that the Society cannot accept photographs and drawings copied from other works within a period of 70 years from the (last) death of the author(s) unless direct permission has first been obtained from the current copyright owner or for which a valid licence, encompassing eventual publication by BSS, has been obtained from the CLA. Copies of the new Policy and Guidelines may be obtained from Patrick Powers.





Recorders submitting their own photographs and/or their own drawings or copies drawn from works where the copyright has expired, are of course not affected by this update.








Fixed Dial Register - 2005





As announced at Oxford and in the last Newsletter, a new edition of the Fixed Dial Register is to be published for 2005.   Expressions of Interest from all those who wish (or might wish!) to purchase should have been sent in to me by August 31st .  However because of various delays that have occurred we shall be able to accept expressions of interest up to (and even at!) the Newbury Meeting in September.





If you have mislaid the form enclosed with the June Bulletin, a spare one may be obtained either from me or from the web site given below. Receipt of forms is not being individually acknowledged but a list of the BSS Membership Numbers of those Members who have submitted a form is held on:





http://go.ourworld.nu/patrick_powers/reg2005.htm





If you have submitted a form and cannot see your Membership number on the above web site, do please contact me as soon as possible.











Patrick Powers, 16 Moreton Avenue, Harpenden, Herts, AL5 2ET			August 2004


