Register Ramblings





A ‘Rare’ Discovery





Dials sometimes go missing, get stolen or are moved but for all the dials in the Register we have some information about their location when they were recorded.  For all dials that is, but one.  SRN 0006 is (or rather was!) a rare ‘beast’.  A dial delineated by Gordon Taylor in 1987 for a school in Basingstoke, it was considered at the time that its address should be withheld for confidentiality reasons and, because the Register policy for confidential dials had not been established at the time, the details were not even written onto the report form.  Furthermore, no photograph was available and Gordon himself no longer has his records and cannot recall the school either. This truly was a ‘known’ yet ‘unknown’ dial.





Ever since I took over as Registrar I have been waiting for someone to re-discover this dial and record it again.  Finally, in early 2001 and using the stated design Lat/Long I attempted to establish a map square within which one hoped we might find the dial.  Enter BSS Member Andrew James.  He took this information and looked at more detailed maps to try to find schools in this square but, despite at least one visit, he had no luck.  Then, earlier this year, he was  talking to a colleague from Basingstoke who, knowing Andrew’s interest in dialling, remarked that he had just seen a ‘new’ dial on a school that he passes every day on his way to work.  This proved to be none other than the elusive SRN 0006!  The dial was not new, had not ‘just been put up’ but rather had just been noticed.  It was literally only yards outside our map square. So, all dials in the Register now have location details and we are most grateful to Andrew and to his colleague for solving this long standing puzzle.  We now have a photograph too which will go into the next Register.  What better reason can there possibly be for deciding to buy it?





Time and Flies


A recent discussion on Daniel Roth’s excellent sundial Mail List involved stained glass dials.  As a part of this Fer de Vries drew attention to a list of UK stained glass dials which had been drawn up by Hans Behrendt in 1990.  That list somewhat embarrassingly had many more entries than are listed in the present Register database!  Fortunately, Chris Daniel pointed out that Behrendt’s list includes ones mentioned in early literature but which are not necessarily extant today.  Phew!





Another comment by Behrendt was that, as we know, some UK dials incorporate flies (as a pun on ‘Time Flies’) but he goes on to say something that many of us did not know, which is that to enhance realism, these were frequently painted in part on the inside and part on the outside of the glass.  Enter Andrew James again who fortunately happens to live near to two of these dials, those at Marlborough and at Bucklebury.  He confirms that in both cases they show wings which are painted semi-transparently on the inside and which appear to move relative to the body and legs which are painted in black on the outside.  A painting practice which is very unusual in UK stained glass working.


The effect is very significant. Andrew’s photographs show a noticeable change in appearance when viewed from left or right, with the legs appearing to shift under the wing.  An excellent confirmation of something that I expect few of us ever knew about before this topic was raised.  Thanks to John Carmichael for starting the discussion in the first place, to Fer de Vries for drawing this all to our attention and thanks too to Andrew for his painstaking photography that has proved it.  There’s always something to learn about sundials……





‘The Recorder’ Newsletter





Just after the last Ramblings went to press some necessary changes to the Society web site home page made my instructions for finding the recently issued Recorder Newsletter incorrect!  Any Members who would still like to see that Newsletter can find it by pointing your browser at http://www.sundialsoc.org.uk/ selecting ‘Register’ from the menu at the left; clicking on ‘Yarnfield dial recording workshop’ and finally clicking on the link to the Newsletter on the workshop page.
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