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The Fixed Dial Register - 2005





Work continues apace here at the Registry to enter the latest spate of submissions of dial sighting forms recently received from Members.  At the time of writing there were only relatively few left to enter but, as happened with the 2000 Register, it may still be necessary to publish without all recent contributions being entered.  Thanks to all who have sent in contributions to make the next edition the most up to date ever.





For those who may be interested, a reminder that the contact URL for checking that your expression of interest in purchasing one or more copies of the forthcoming Register has been properly logged is: 





http://go.ourworld.nu/patrick_powers/reg2005.htm











County Confusion Continues…





Readers may like to know that our esteemed Treasurer, John Davis, has now the (dubious) privilege of joining John Lester as the second of that very select band of our recorders to have identified a dial which is in one County though in a town which is in another!.  A true Registrar’s nightmare since the whole Register is oriented by county and anything like this causes considerable confusion.  As I mentioned in a Ramblings of 2001, John Lester was the first to alert me to the fact that Burford House, and its nearby village of Burford, both happen to be in Shropshire yet the postal address of Burford House is actually Tenbury Wells in Worcestershire!  A particular nonsense since Burford House and its village are both across the river from Tenbury Wells!





Now I have John Davis informing me that there is a dial in Bures in Suffolk when my gazetteer indicates that, following the county reorganisation of 2001, Bures is now in Essex.  Once again the dial in question is across the river in what is otherwise Suffolk, but, because the river divides the town into two and additionally is the county boundary, any non-local with a modern road map and looking in the Register for dials in Bures would probably think to look in Essex.





Two anomalies in several thousand dial records is perhaps not too serious a problem but it might be sensible to find a way of providing entries under both counties in these cases. For reasons of data integrity the database actually prevents a second mention of a dial having the same SRN so some subterfuge may be needed to accomplish this.  Although not completely resolved the idea of a second series of dial IDs which simply references the ‘real’ dial entry seems to be a likely solution.





To repeat my request first made in 2001, if anyone knows of any more of these county ‘anomalies’ would they please get in touch?  After all, I am sure that the two Johns could do with some company!
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