Register Ramblings

Terminological Tittle -Tattle
An interesting question arose the other day. Well, interesting that is for Dial Recorders and Registrars!  As a follow up to the dial at Chatsworth that was discovered by Peter Baxendall whilst watching Pride and Prejudice, I was deleting some recorded TV programmes and realised that we appear to have another in the same vein.  This time from the first episode of the recent BBC1 horsy soap "Rough Diamond", when the camera pans across a horizontal dial in the middle of a yard.  It has a rearing horse as the gnomon's piercing.  The BBC web site says the stables are in Herbertstown, Co. Meath and Michael Harley has kindly agreed to investigate.
However, that is by the by because the issue now for me is how one should best describe such a dial feature.  The glossaries on line and printed don't really cover it at present.

There are some who would say the dial (or more properly the gnomon) has a 'horse supporter' but this then clashes with the name we give to the quarter round bars that are commonly used between gnomon and horizontal dialplates to strengthen (ie support) the gnomon.

Now, in the Register, consistency of nomenclature is important because it then allows a search to be made for particular features.  Because of this I have always tended to use the word 'supporter' for the physical supports on dials and to use the word 'piercing' to alert the reader to any non-solid nature of the under side of the gnomon. This is useful because a solid underside can then simply be described as (say) a triangular solid gnomon (ie with no piercing).  However the use of the word piercing for what is only a simple 'S' shape is admittedly rather odd.
John Davis and I have discussed this and the current – well, today’s(!) – thinking is that it is wrong to designate the word 'Supporter' as meaning only one thing.  It is, after all, in current use for both purposes.
We therefore believe that we need to draw attention to the confusion over the double usage of the single word 'Supporter'  and suggest  the use of the terms 'Side Supporter' for the physical support devices and 'Under Supporter' for that part of the gnomon that supports the styles. The Under Supporter may then be pierced, be in the shape of an ‘S’, be solid & triangular or be solid & sigmoidal etc. Those few dials with overarched gnomon supports may be said to have an Over Supporter. Of course there are variants that may need still more description but the above, if adopted generally and over time, would permit searches for these specific features to be made electronically either via the main database or any CD version of the Register.
John and I would welcome comment on the above suggestions and would particularly welcome indications of any problems that might arise from its usage.
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